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Call for Proposals to offer papers, workshops or lightning talks at 22nd GLAD 
Conference 2019  

Date: Friday 6th December 

Venue: Benzie Building, Manchester School of Art, Manchester Metropolitan 
University, All Saints, Manchester M15 6BR.  

Time: One-Day Event starting at 10.30am and finishing at 4.30pm 

Art & Design Education:  
Where do we go from here? 

Maybe now is a good time to be a time traveller in higher education.  REF, TEF; 
LEO, GO: Declining applicants, Rising demographic; Augar, Fees; Employability, 
Enterprise; Extinction or Rebellion?  Oh, to be able to travel to another place, 
another time… 

Look out of the space capsule…  It’s the UK, and it’s 2031.  12 years to oblivion, 
or another 12 years to Brexit?  Will there still be creative teenagers in schools 
eager to study with us?  Will the creative industries still be looking to us to 
promote the latest talent?  What new technologies might have replaced us in our 
studios and lecture halls?  It’s art school, Jim, but not as we know it… 

At a time of unprecedented change, the annual GLAD conference is one thing you 
can rely on, aiming to steer a clear path through all the chaos and the negativity. 
Curriculum review; Design for sustainability education; Alternative models of 
learning; Transformational technologies.  These are just a few of the critical 
issues to be visited and debated at this year’s conference.   

Whether you are a researcher into creative pedagogy; a lecturer with exciting 
new ideas from the studio floor; or a leader with possible insights into the future 
direction of the sector - you are warmly invited to submit a paper or workshop 
proposal for the conference.  We are looking for radical ideas, rebellious projects, 



robust answers to the challenges and opportunities which the sector faces in the 
next 12 years.  So tell us what the future holds… 

Call for submissions:  
Paper and workshop sessions will be 30 minutes duration, to consist of 20 
minutes input and 10 minutes discussion. Lightning Talks - 5 minutes in length 
and designed to challenge our established ways of thinking - will also punctuate 
the proceedings.  

We will be inviting along new voices to enrich the debate and promote creative 
exchange. We now invite proposals from those in the sector to offer papers and 
or workshops, plus lightning talks, which address issues relating to the 
conference theme. Proposals could cover any of the following:  

Strand 1: Extinction or Rebellion? 

Despite the significant benefits of the Creative Industries to the UK’s economy 
and self-image, creative education feels to be under great threat. In many 
institutions there appears to be an acceptance of, and obedience to, the 
conclusions drawn from the instrumentalist governmental metrics. All appear to 
present an existential threat to the future of creative education in the UK at every 
level. 
How can we contest and celebrate the real VALUE of creative education? 
How are we using our individual and collective creativity and ingenuity to subvert 
current orthodoxies and create radical new pedagogies? 

Strand 2: Transformational Technologies 

What does the fourth industrial revolution mean in a teaching and learning 
context within art and design? The world around us is changing and, as we blast 
off to the future, what might this mean for creative students, academics and 
practitioners?   
This fourth industrial revolution is disruptive by nature. It fundamentally changes 
how we interact with our surroundings and each other. Culture and creativity is 
set to be one of the major currencies within this digital age. This strand presents 
an invitation to discuss and debate art and design educators’ pivotal role in 
critiquing and shaping the future of the technology revolution. 

Strand 3: The New School 

What is the model for a successful school of art, design and media in the future? 
Are traditional models and approaches to leadership and learning still relevant? 
Or would alternative models be more sustainable? As 'creativity' is identified as 
one of the most important skills for future employment and success, do we need 
to realign our thinking and practice for a wider constituency? This strand will 
explore:  

• models of delivery
• leadership in art, design and  media education
• places and spaces for teaching and learning
• entrepreneurship, civic and social impact

Criteria for selecting paper/Workshop Proposals: 

1. Topic addressed is highly relevant to conference theme and audience



2. Proposal evidences reflective and scholarly underpinning
3. Proposal will offer opportunities for engagement and discussion

Submitting a Proposal 

Workshop and paper proposals should be a maximum of 500 words. 
Submit Proposals to:  

Dr Nicky Ryan 
Dean of Design 
London College of Communication 
University of the Arts London 
Email: n.ryan@lcc.arts.ac.uk 

Deadline for the submission of papers: 4pm on Monday 21st October 2019  

You are warmly invited to submit full papers to 'Art Design and Communication in 
Higher Education' (ADCHE). Papers may also be published on the GLAD website, 
www.gladhe.com 




